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THE FUNNY GIRL—

NOT FROM PARIS.

By Alan Dale.

s

‘ HT rewsards of the humorons setress may not oe
#s great as those ncorulng to the duzlin.lv
sralle amd auriferons’ peroxided “‘henuty™ not-

& ftess. But they last'lopger, You see, they are
wit dependent upon the whims of gexual ea-
It You ean appreciatle ‘the funny lady when you
£ ol and. respectable and  bave  censed 1o cfire
Bether o wonin's eurees are north or sonth of her
Atemys The yonng woman ahout to go on the stape,
pever, invnrisbly hankers for ‘‘seriofir. work,” i

felshe enn Wllght or be bifghted, ruin or be rotned,
Ehe thy mother of her Reginald's cheeyild by fair
ti= or by foul 'tfonl prefereed), She forgets the fo-
AN aelien, with chacme (immed, she hig nothing left
plas il Nleek wlnpach mihmmas, hanghty dowrgers
sl Nurse In “Homeo and Juitet, What will he
I af our darling serlops actresses In, the  distant
‘:n-" Whnt will Mande Adams, Julia Arthur, Mary
mngring and Maxine Tiliott be thirty yeara from

T, -
he humorovs actress lasts longer, and all this prot-
Itfle preamble s nothing but a “lead up' to that
mlmt Of funny lidles, Annle Yeamans, who is now
ghe Madizon Squara Theatre, ‘The rurm_v Iy oe-

.’“ very rarely 1o a season, and I slwiys make the

fat of her, as perlinps you remember. It I8 the se-

s _lmﬁes whe threaten my Hfe sod invite me out to

Jwhipped. The funny ladles afl love me, becnnse -
fess thelr hearts!—I love them.

" You needn't go abropd for funny Indles, They are
in American artlele, and they belong to theronghly
auth'e conditions, which are clean and salubrions, and
m—nxun.l- In French farces, llke *“The G4¢] from

{ Maxim's” mnd “Tn Paradise," there Is tin slmplleity of
‘character drawing. Everything Is concerned with the
Httle gnme of sex. In “The Gl from Maxim's''—
which mnst be sean_ hotween the njes of seven and
twenty-seven—the *‘funny lhidy" s laborlously tmilit
np from a cocotte who dances at one of Parts's chilil-

. shly evil resortm, and ls then thruat, nnprepared, into
Hexclusive' goclety. You smlle, beoause it 1s & whool
fo your symtem. In the other farce, “In Parndise,”
the feminine humor centres around a ludy addicted o
“badger” pursulis, who supports a ewvetheart npon
Ahe resulta of her nefarious schemes (Isn't “nefarlons
mohemes” gorgeons and police-conrt-pi), and-is happliy
unconsclons of a single unsophistlcated moment, Ypung
and oomely women play these parts. Josle Hall and
Minnie Sellgman are hoth pleasing to the e¥e (althongh
I'll do Misg Hall the justice to say that she is always

wiling to muke herself hideous at a mometit's provo-
cation,

Mra, Yeamnans, however, makes us langh by means
~of a simple character sketch thet has nothlng what-
. ever to.do with sexual emotion. This ts a more lffi-
enlt, more artistic and more endoring eflort than that

pot forth by the French faprees, And it appeals to you
when you #re in' a respectable humor, Every man—
the gay young spark: of sixty-five and the hlase old
thing of two.-nnd- mnnty—hns his moments when a
lnugh extorted from his diaphragm by weans oiher
thun the perpetual piny wpon abandoned women fnd
abandoning mon comes as o whill feom the mendows
‘of—er (no, it-ien’t Hunfer's Toint T menn) bit—er—
- Whagai'ye-may-call-lt-on-ibe-Hudson. They don't un-
Lderatlnd tisge motetits ih Pirlss  When n man 18
Ty ¥oINE ot too old to fenl Interested in' the cheerful
‘thehies of adnitery, blickmall and the ke he is not
- worth batheving abouf. Tfe isthe minority. and should
elﬂlE‘r'hE sent ok on nourrice or be“shipped to, Charen-
tom:

" M woll-vregulated und the Dl-regulated mindg can
Intghl or thit Iefoiltable cook In "Why Spith Hofry
Hariis ' Thard are no side lssues. . Mre, Yenmsans is
ot onit of those youug old lidies whose ohief aim in
JifE ko shenr the willtening bale and bolster the de-
linlng fgure.  Tu fact, I ean'’l lmogine her as Jullet

Sy wlhen sho was sixiesn {(if she ever was glxtesn).
 Blie Uovsy'L ask you tollook ot her powns or o id-
C bl Thie wonderfal presstvntlon of Heor form. She
AoNE the mirbz of o Bridget, and with the grimaces of
n'” ﬂxim- from o comle valenline she portrars one of
‘e sorealled humorond types of onr dally life. It is
- n.il hpmor, Wnbhling from o clenr spring—bumor that
s unconselons of itspif.

W gét precions litle “charueter on' sur moern
‘Blige, There fx no flme for fts elucidation. The
effpeetd of actlug must be quick. and it is “situation!’
that the playwrighe relies upon. Yot “charvacter” al-
WhHyE fells, und when we get n Rose Melville or o
Annie Yetmnng to laggh ot we are gulek 4t detectitig
the genultie ritg of the laughter. The ¢obk in ““Why
Smlth Left Home' i€ really more spontaneousty lin-
‘T ory Hian the coostte in “The Girl from Maxin’'s'’

Cor the bhilger womin i “In Paradise  You have
et the eook In wenr own renl, sad life; you have en-
Ceanntenal the cototte aud othe badger woman fn—
. l-'nut.'h liternture.

M. Yonmnus's Lavinli Ddy j= 8 carlentire, nr
e, Vot ile cook-lady, whin cpi tulis @ fuvenile

-

wetstedl and mnike 14 tisle like o ither | bunl A

o dertly mmlimunh a8 rl!

with Noah Into the ark, 1s familiar to New York houge-
holders. And when Imyinla remarks, “I'm' a liady.
Kindly introduce me to thiz . person, so t8at I ean
Apeak 16 her," ghe strikes a note in yonr Inmost heart.
Cooks Nave not yot vefused to work with “seabs,” but
In these flmes of abnormal trades onionigm what s
coming who shall suy? And how yon lavgh when, af-
tar hearing that a foreigoer 18 coming to stay with
the family, sle demands an lncresse of wiges ‘‘he-
cause cooking for two natlonalities is agin the rules
of the union.”’

This is real humor, as 1t I8 portrayed by Mrs. Yea-
many. As T sald the other des, Mr. Broadhurst should
go down on his hended knees and thank Mrs. Yeamans
for the help that she hns given to his work. Ewven
that ititle Ineident of blowing the tissue paper from
her visiting ‘card was carefully thought out by this
funny erentiire. The whole picture Is worthy of a
frame as Mrs, Yeamans sets Its forth,

The rewnrds of the funlny wolnan are not as great &s
those accriulng to the dagzling Venuses, with alabaster
shonlder-hindes and eolossal legs.  But they last ‘long-
er, In Franee, as soon as a woman is old, she iz made
Lo play bhenpecking wives and jovously-duped mntrons,
In New York-sghe slnks to the depths of the dowager
a1¢ the hurmless old lady, or, if she has bgen a potent
eStar, rushes (nlo vandeville and takes the Broad out of

the mouths of nerobiis and jugelers and other horny-
badied gonk of varlety, But the fuony woman ¢an go
an, belng funoy as long as she hes the wit to do s0.
You couldn't shelve Mrs. Yeamans if you tried ever
80 hard, There are dozeng of types right In our mldss
that she conld Imparsonate. She does fot hegln gud
end 4t 4 enok. Perhaps the cook Is the mast pleturesque.
l¥ funny featire of our lves just mow, but there are
others that aré distinctly worth Uhrminating, There are
gome feinlnine types that 1 ecould mentfon £ T lked
(but why should T glve my valonble ldeas away gratis’h
who are simply cnt put for Mrs. Yeamans's art. They
are unconsclonsly amusing. Women sare never son-
splously nmusing. They are naturally serlous, digni-
fied. and anxlons for that goal which Is prattily called
“gettling In Ule'" But 't la the unconsclously amus-
Irig people that afford the best seope for the humorous
pen There ls not much use In weaving wit around s
buffpon or an aggressively mirthful person. It is the
serlons women who eater to suoh actresses as Mps.
Yeamans,

Apd T say that n little attentlon to humorous char-
acter drawing would be an extremely good thing for
our stage. It would oust us from the thraldom of
Frenel furces, with the's odors of patchoulf and musk
anid barroom. Tt would relleve us from witticlama that
wouldl “have made the pot-boys of England’s last cen-
tury lush for very shame. And—better than all—it
wonld' glve Amerlean funny men a legtdmate chance
in he funny. Tt has been said that the Amerfoan hu-
morigt, poprlar thongh he be, at home and ahroad,
has sesveely ever descended to play writlng. Why?
Becapss the farces all come from sbroad, and man-
ngevy look askanes at wit that falls to deal with
s nnderwenr and gentlmman's pajamas,

NEWS FROM
THE THERTRE.

N the newness of next week's productions that
will attract partieular attention is '“The Tyranny
of Tears’ at the Emplra Theatre-on Monday even-
Ing und “Becky Sharp” at the Fifth Avenus on
Toesduy.

In *““Phoe Tyriuny of Tears,"” with which Mr. John
Drew will begin His elghth season sinece he left the
Augostin Daly Company to become a stur under the
manugement of Charles Frohman, be will be seen in a
play whlch was tried by Charles Wyndham at the
London Griterlon . Theatre and won favor. Tt was
written by Haddon (hsmbers, and Is Briefly defined
in the play bill aga comedy of temperament.

Mr. Drew will appear as Mr. Parbury, the part Mr.
Wyrndham ereated dn London, and will be nssisted by
Arthihr Byron, Hirry Harwood, Frank Lamb, Ida Con-
guest and Isabel Irving,

Not to conilict with the “‘firet night” at the Empire,
Mrs. Fiske has deferred her opening until Tuesduy.

It Is doubtful if any lover of Thackeray's noyvels
has falled at some time to wish o transfor of one of
bis stories to the stage. Even when the actors do not
[dealls AIN the concepition fhrnjsd ‘of 'the characters,

’
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| ANNIE RUSSELL AND
“MISS HOBBS.” "*

By Mtss Jesste Wood,

ISB ANNIE RUSSELL; who has -:!'H-u r-wru
plalned of being tled to her singe sunbonnet
strings and wanted o chnuce to assert lere-

gself as & full-blooded” female ndult withont

o dlaledt, Wad her' opportunity lasc nighe
She was nob requlred to weep, W endure want anid
penury, to meml her Ittie brother?! tepusers or to he
behindhnnd with the reat. Her gift of belug élmrm-
ingly lachrymoss, her speclnl talent of weeping with a
nose only slightly pinkened, wns as entirely lost #s
thongh ¥ had been trick bleyellng o clog danelng. In
short, sad to relnte, Miss Anrle Rusgell wns not Miss
Hobbs, and her very feathers lagked the necessary
vitallty.

“Mies Hobbs" I3 a play written by an Englishmin
Iny which the conjugnl question’ Is treated very HEog-
lishly, Jerome K. Jerome ls the writer, and he® pro-
gents his hero—the Englishman—as n gentleman who
preaches a long sermon of pintitodes to the girl he
woos, He ells her that the work of woman Is to
bear children and fead man; and that American women
iie “'dolls who sit at home 'wnd think,' snd he'griars
her about with the nuthority of a shop walker and
provides her with manunl Inbor.

Miss Hohbs i supposed t0 bhe a mun hater, and if
ghe had been presented as a splirited, tallor-made, io-
dependent sort of & girl the sitaation might have been
possible. But no man with: the spirit of a weasel
would bully or presch at Miss Russell, make her grind
coftee or Hght & fire. Who eould preach phititudes 1o
4 girl who looks as though she has fast finlshed an
sppolntoient at the dentlst"s ar paint the déllght= of
motherhood toone who soggests that she would uot
even talk of an Incubator?

Imagine Miss Hussell ny an aggressive and saney
spluster, independent and appfivently riclh. She must
be rich, for the homes of most saucy splnsters with
“views' thiut T know are chlefly furnisbed  with Jap-
anese faps and soap bhozes, anil thelr “‘cozy corners”
are anything bnt habitable. Mise Ruxsell’'s home bLas
gt forniture and a plino and a boy In buttaons, Hope
Imagina Miss Russell lvring unchaperoned, treing o
gepiirate her women fricnds from thild husbands and
lovers.

If the hero had bhéen any other mun than I‘!lurlvs
Richman—who really looks lke s gentlemin and not

awn ne rur

T think that preachlng hero who tamed
indlependent thinking Miss Hobbs would have
hizsed. You fee, all the gzentlemen In the' uﬂu&age,_

s

T

were s0 thoroughly aeécustomed o golng downmwf "
and earnlng dlamonds for thelr wives sud deaving tha -:’T_‘E
popualation 1o get along as it can, that the ideg that™

the lndles should reciprocare with offspeing and oooks _'}-.

ery struck them as primitive and entirely: mﬂll.m
chivaley.

But an actor can rob & rolé of a groat deal af !ﬂ
offensiveness, nud Wr_llir King=earl, Major, trying to.
time i ‘new woninn' by oritering her about I"kir‘
geruh. woman was not as bail a8 |t might b9 n tl:n
binds of Charles Richman, wha looks as thangh 'Ig
would much rather not be dogmalie, .

Clarn Bloodgood, who mow stands on ber merifs and
can dizpense with (he storles of her noble: wHS =
& young mareled womsn whom Miss Hobbs sttemptail
to ot aeninst her husband, Mra RBloodgood beh.“a
very sweetly and gat down on & eotton-backed satiy
sofn as though she had never heen uled to mﬁh{"“’]
better.  She was extremely gosd, mnd second only o
Mrs, Gilbert In merlt. Mre, Gilbert plaFed a wise'and
merry old Indy—a real sport—though I shouid lke' 1»
see ANy mAnager cnst Mrs. Glbert for & d!ﬂm‘ll
chacacter. Allthe theatre-golng publle would rlse Im-
It revolt,

Orrin Johmson was the young husband who Irmﬂ
hig wife's enrs (Mr, Jerome thinks nothing of a little
thing like that), and he played tompestuously in A vel-
vel cont. Miss AMabel Morrizon lookad extremsly ss-
vigus. ax though she was trying to solve the marfiage
questfon, and Joseph Wheelock, Jr., ‘as Genrge Jessop,
her sweethonrt, decorated » simple part with o halfing
nervousness, T, C. Valentine played 2 small ﬁrf~
cleverly.,

Rut *“*Miss Hobhs"—well,
Halibs, ‘The linecs are not brillimnt, but they mp
brightoess that one encounters In  genlal
people  who stroggle uot to be epigrammatios]. .EJ. .
sitiintlons ate not sstonnding, but gently nﬁmmta‘ L
Bt Mlsz Hossell la not the woman to thies: shpl,-' Dot _(f_r

3

"

"'4’1

it was all good m

the womsan, ns Rlchman exclalne, that one mu.ld "
tlgers with,

Let the nian who hobts tigers with her take
store of nerve-killer,

there s something dn the play that more nearly wp-
peals than the book itself. The only difficulty hus
been so far in fdramatlzation, bath of Dickens and of
Thackeray, that the wealth of plots In thely stories
has been too great to embody fn & play. nod nstoad
of wransferring one of their entice novels to the stage
one of their great eharacters las Deen selbeted as n
pivot around which to wind a small part of the invi-
dents,

This Mr. Langdon Mlichell has done out of the
weslth of material In *Vanlty Falr." He has taken
Becky Sharp in her matarer adventures and only Intro-
duced those chargcters that gre associuted with her in
the novel.

Becky & certalnly ane of the most remarkable fig-
ures {n fictlon. She 1s the very epitome of deceit; she
combines 4 mallce of natnre with infinite spirit, nudae-
ity, cleverness, energy and will, and the playwright
hits eertainly had a hard task in reallzing the combinw.
tlon. .
Thackeray hlmself seldom réconnts Becky's talk—
her flashes of wit. He merely says that she was
brifllant and set every one laughing: suggestions railier
than a finlshed portralt of her actions.

Ml=s Graoce Heyer, who was 1 member of Mr. Rieh.
oard Mansfeid’s compnny last sensos, has been 1 with
appendicitis, and has been woahle to oped with Daniel
Frohman's “White Horge Tavern  She will, how-
ever, be able to joln the eompany a week from touanor-
paw, AL Chisngs, Miss Heyer's fuon 18 fatalliso to/ e

- Juugnal yedders as one of the seriés of stoge Doattles,

Aeltrireg (n‘. Hle WI ;l'u‘nrn i M!i Whiter,

which will be produced nt the Heraldl Square ',
as “The Only Way." The playy -which: also
Doddon ran &t the Lycenm Theatre, adheres sm
the lines amd Ineldents of the Tamons navel,
give Mr. Henry Miller un exopllgnt oupnrtnnlt’
hils dramatic powers In & new field 43 Svdney ‘\,,
ME Frolunin has surronnded Me Miller Wﬂ.«
purposely to equalling the London prudnctlu‘n, u‘ ‘“ ;& o
It hns drawn upoh neatrly every ons of hu
to, find those exactly fifred for Dickensontan mr
1. Morgan, by courtesy of Daniel Frohman, w';
the duel roles of Jean aml Eenest de B‘nq:e.- X
Stoddart, of the Bmplre compnny, wiil play Mr !,,“‘E -

Margaret Augllt, the Roxime of “Cyrand,’ willl

Atimi: Daniel Harklas, of the Joln Drow. Caoi Ll
Dr. Manette, and George Trvlug, of Mapde m
company, Viconite de St Evremont, = "

Daly's Thentre will also open on- Wedaesday, l‘m,__l_‘
Charies Frohman will ingugurate hig nnllum [ P
a rm‘h‘nl of the ramattle dramai “The Ring's '% lf
keteers,” In whieh Mr. E, H. Sothsrn has Ueen: Qﬂ!'fl i
a5 Dromns’s eelebrated hera, b

In o fortnight Willlam H. Orane's new play “m
Stupyesant, Governor of New' Ansstérdam.™ wllh 1
presedted at Providence. At the Broodwey Thestre o -
Jnu-b Litt hite declded ty open “The Ghoetto™ Ky‘guw:;l g
bep-2 2

lenx to the grent lepgth ol “T!P(‘k,' w‘ﬂﬂ
cartaln at the Fifh Avenue Theatn: will positively 'S‘t
shie al S35 Bdwanl B Rlee tonight Institates Jj
the Caathg 9 i
u_m;lk roneht wm«u il u kaown as

Night “1‘«:9#"- !




